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FI ELD NODES

A FLUX Field Node is a physical narker enbedded in a specific location in
Phi | adel phi a.

It contains one instruction.

Phot ogr aph from here.

THE CONCEPT

FLUX began as a publishing protocol.

A phot ogr apher wal ks. Phot ographs. Sequences. Submts.
A Field Node inverts this.

I nstead of the photographer choosing the |ocation —the |ocation chooses the
phot ogr apher.

The assignnent is already waiting at the corner. The photographer arrives, scans, and
begi ns.

HOW I T WORKS
A smal | sticker, card, or printed marker is placed at a fixed location in the city.
The marker contains:

—a QR code
—a node identifier
—one instruction: PHOTOGRAPH FROM HERE.

A person scans the code.

They receive a sinple assignment: make 1-36 photographs fromthis exact |ocation.
Sequence them chronologically. Submit the issue to the archive.

The submi ssion is tagged autonmatically:

—node I D

—GPS coordi nates

—subm ssion date and tine

—phot ographer identifier

—weat her conditions (if avail abl e)

The street corner becones an archive node.
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WHAT THE STI CKER SAYS
FLUX FI ELD NODE 001
PHOTOGRAPH FROM HERE

Make 1-36 photographs fromthis exact |ocation.
Sequence t hem chronol ogi cal ly.
Subnmit your issue to the city archive.

Scan to begin.
fl ux. dant esi sof 0. com
Not hi ng el se.

The instruction is conplete. The constraint is the assignnent.

THE LI VI NG RECORD
A Field Node does not produce one issue
It produces a record over tine.

Sane | ocation. Different eyes. Different days. Different light. Different weather
Di fferent people.

Each submi ssion | ayers on top of the |ast.
The corner accumul at es.

One year fromnow, that intersection has been photographed twelve tinmes by twelve
different people in twelve different seasons and twel ve different kinds of |ight.

That is not a portfolio. That is a living archive. That is pure flux.

NCDE | DENTI FI ERS
Each Field Node is assigned a permanent identifier:

FLUX_FI ELD_NODE_001

The identifier travels with every subm ssion made fromthat location. It is enbedded
in the issue netadata, the contact sheet, the manifest, and the archive record.

The identifier links every subm ssion nmade fromthat node —across tine, across
phot ogr aphers, across weather —into a single coherent record.

A node is never closed. A node is never full. A node accunul ates pernanently.

NODE METADATA

Each node carries a permanent record
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Field Cont ent

NCDE_| D FLUX_FI ELD_NODE_001

LOCATI ON Intersection of 40th and Wl nut, West
Phi | adel phi a

COORDI NATES 39.9526° N, 75.1972° W

DATE PLACED 2026- 05- 16

PLACED BY FLUX

TOTAL SUBM SSI ONS continuously updat ed

STATUS ACTI VE

The node netadata is public. Anyone can inspect the archive record for any node.
Total submi ssions, submi ssion dates, photographer count, issue |inks

The corner has a biography.

PHYSI CAL FORMATS
A Field Node can exist as:

— R sticker —weat herproof vinyl, snall enough to be unobtrusive, placed on
pol es, walls, or sidewalk infrastructure

—Printed card —busi ness card size, taped or pinned to public surfaces
—Smal | poster —A6 or A5, nmounted in a frane or affixed to a surface
—Assi gnment sheet —full printed assignnent left in a visible |ocation
—Chal k marking —tenporary, intentionally inpermanent

—Map pin —digital-only narker for |ocations where physical placenent is not
possi bl e

The format is secondary. The location is the node. The QR is the door

THE CI TY AS | NTERFACE

A Field Assignnent tells the photographer where to go
A Field Node is already where the photographer is.
The distinction is significant.

A Field Assignnent requires intention. You read the protocol. You travel to the
| ocation. You execute.

A Field Node operates on arrival. You are already standing on that corner. The
sticker was waiting for you. The assignnent begins w thout planning.

Thi s changes the photographer's relationship to the city.

Every unmarked corner becomes a potential node. Every scan is an activation. Every
submi ssion is an addition to a record that will outlast the physical sticker.

The city is not the backdrop. The city is the archive.
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VWHO CAN PLACE A NODE
FLUX Fi el d Nodes are an open protocol.
Any phot ogr apher can place a node.

Requi renents: - a printed or stickered marker with the FLUX Field Node format - a
regi stered node ID (assigned through FLUX) - placement at a fixed, specific,
| ocatabl e position - subnission of node coordinates and pl acenent date

The node is logged in the FLUX Field Node registry. It becones pernmanent in the
ar chi ve.

A node placed by anyone is a node placed for everyone.

RELATI ONSHI P TO FI ELD ASSI GNVENTS

Field Assignments and Field Nodes are conpl ementary protocols —not the sanme system

FI ELD ASSI GNVENT FI ELD NODE
Oigin Prot ocol docunent Physi cal narker
Location Speci fied by assignment Fi xed by sticker placenent
Phot ogr apher Chooses the assi gnnment Di scovers the node
Tri gger Readi ng Scanni ng
Qut put FLUX i ssue FLUX i ssue tagged to node
Ar chi ve I ndi vi dual issue Accunul ated node record
Dur ation One session Ongoing, multiple

phot ogr aphers
Nat ur e Directed Open
A Field Assignnent is a constraint given to a photographer.

A Field Node is a constraint enbedded in geography.

GHOST NODES

A Field Node may be renoved.

The sticker fades. The card is torn down. The surface is painted over.
The node remains.

Every submi ssion ever made fromthat |ocation persists in the archive. The node |ID
persists. The coordi nates persist. The record persists.

A Ghost Node is a node that no | onger exists physically but remains alive in the
ar chi ve.

The sticker disappears. The record does not.
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Ghost Nodes are not failures. They are proof that the archive outlasts the physica
mar ker .

A Ghost Node is the purest formof the FLUX promi se: preservation is the point.

DI SCOVERY
Fi el d Nodes are discovered through:

—Wandering —found accidentally while noving through the city

—The Node Map —a public map of all registered FLUX Field Nodes in Philadel phia
—Word of nouth —photographers telling other photographers

—The archive —browsing a node record and going to find the corner yourself

Ser endi pi tous di scovery is preferred.
You were not |ooking for the node. You found it anyway. You photographed

That is the ideal use case

THE ARCH VE ARGUVMENT
Phot ography is usually organi zed by photographer.

Whose phot ographs are these? What project are they fron? What style does the
phot ogr apher have?

Fi el d Nodes organi ze photography by | ocation.
What has this corner |ooked |ike, through different eyes, across tinme?
This is a fundamental |y different question.

The phot ographer is not absent —their nane and date are in the record. But the
corner is the organizing principle.

Over tinme, the Field Node archive becones:

—a visual census of specific Philadel phia |ocations

—a record of how places change or stay the sane

—a document of how different photographers see the same ground
—evidence that the same corner is never the same tw ce

This is urban docunmentation at a scale that no single photographer can produce.

LONG TERM VI SI ON
FLUX Fi el d Nodes pl aced throughout Phil adel phi a.

Intersections. Train platfornms. Underpasses. Market stalls. Parks. Stoops. Loading
docks. Waterfronts. Parking |lots. Bridges.
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Each node accunul ati ng subm ssi ons over years.

The archive grows without direction. The city docunments itself. The record is
di stributed, public, pernanent.

Not a photo essay. Not a gallery show. Not a canpaign.

A continuously expandi ng phot ographi ¢ census of Phil adel phia, organized by corner.

FI NAL DEFI NI TI ON
A FLUX Field Node is a physical pronpt enbedded in the city.
It transfornms a street corner into an open photographic archive point.

It invites anyone who passes —phot ographer or not —to make photographs, submt
them and add their vision to a permanent |ayered record of that specific place.

The corner was always there. The node nmakes it |egible. The archive nmakes it
per manent .

Every corner is an archive waiting to be activated

SEE ALSO

Docunent Layer Rel ati onshi p

FI ELD ASSI GNVENTS Layer 3 —Field The rel ated but distinct
constrai nt-based assi gnnent
system

NODES Layer 4 —Infrastructure Physi cal archive terminals
that hol d node submi ssions

CATALOG Layer 4 —Infrastructure The public catal og where node
submi ssions are published

PRESERVATI ON Layer 7 —Preservation How node archive records are
crypt ographically preserved

PRQIECTS Layer 3 —Field Col | aborative projects that

use simlar |ocation-based
organi zi ng principles
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